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On behalf of the           
Augustinian Community  
thank you for all your 

support   
and prayers                

throughout the year.  
We wish you all a very 

happy and  
blessed New Year and  
may God continue to 

bless us as we journey 
on together.  

          
 

 

The Bethlehem Nativity scene still dominates our 
thoughts. Strange, but the four Gospels do not tell us 
any word spoken in the crib. Silence all round. Yet we 
are told that Mary pondered all things and treasured 
them in her heart.  
So  much had happened and  during these quiet days 
after Christmas this is a good time to do, as Mary did: 
ponder. We will never get our head around the               
mysteries that happened - we don’t have to; but there 
is wonderful prayer in ponder-
ing, wondering, being amazed, 
and lost for words.  
Mary’s journey to Bethlehem, 
King David’s birth place, the 
wonder of the birth of the Infant 
Lord,  the singing of the angel 
choir, the sudden arrival of the 
shepherds with their tale, the 
coming of the Magi, the three 
Wise Men from the far away 
East with their gifts, the            
message about king Herod’s 
plotting to kill, the quick flight into Egypt - what 
memories Mary must have had - what did she make 
of it all? She  pondered. That is the invitation to all of 
us—Spend time pondering. That is prayer at its best! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                        

 
 

Sunday, 28th December  
 9.00am 11.15am & 7.30pm 

 
Monday  29th  Dec—Friday 2nd January  

 10.15am & 4.00pm  
 

Saturday 3rd January  
 10.15am  

3.00pm Mass for the Sick  
 

Sunday 4th January  
 9.00am  11.15am 

7.30pm  evening Mass  

 

The Word Was Made Flesh’   
      (Gospel of John)                                             

 
As I come before this crib 

Draw me into this circle of adoration 
Help me to take on the wonder of the shepherds 

Lead me to ‘the wonder child’ within me 
Bless my heart with memories of childhood cribs 

Hold me open to the miracle                             
of divinity in the straw. 

Take me into the surrender in Faith 
Give me eyes to see Immanuel, the God  

Who is with us in swaddling clothes. 
Nurture me with the love of Mary and Joseph 

Minister to my pain and my doubt through 
the humility of the shepherds.  

Help me to hear the song of peace in my heart. 
Bring me to a place of healing,                            
into a still centre, into a prayer 

that is deeper than words.  
Amen 

 
 
We would to thank all those who prepared the 
church for Christmas. The Advent Wreath, the Crib, 
the volunteers who prepared the Family Mass. To 
all our musicians, singers  and choir members who 
participated at the Masses over Christmas.  To our 
florist, our Sacristan, our Readers and Eucharistic        
Ministers and our wonderful staff in the Priory and 
the Abbey Bookshop. To all these and the many 
more who help behind the scenes and support us 
in ministry throughout the year thank you. Finally 
to all our loyal friends and congre-
gations here and across the globe 
thank you for your generous           
support throughout the year.  
Best Wishes and Happy New Year.  
          Augustinian Community     

Lord, the light I choose to let into my life today                    
is based on my hope in you. 

It is a small flame, 
but I believe that it can dispel                                                    

a bit more darkness today. 
For it is through us that Christ’s light will shine 

in the midst of the struggles and cares                              
of the world. 

 
 
Grow Mental Health- Friendly Community based peer support groups for anyone experiencing mental 
health issue through 12 Step Program of connection, hope, identity by empowering people to nurture 
their positive wellbeing by supporting personal growth through education and self-teaching. Croom  and 
Henry Street, Limerick Contact Celia 086-1526966/Www.grow.ie 


