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Adlai Stevenson, an apparently excellent candidate, got a very small vote when he stood
against the war-leader Eisenhower in the 1952 election. Then as nowdit seems to be
taught in all the best courses - when journalists saw somebody feeling miserable they had
to ask iHow do you feel?0 Stevenson echoed Lincoln in similar circumstances, fil feel like
the boy who stubbed his toe against a stone: /t hurts too much to laugh and lim too big to
cry.0

The men in charge of liturgical labels call today Sunday for Rejoicing. It seems
that more and more Sundays are being tagged all the time. In the deeps of my fallibility |
sometimes think wouldnit it be better if they left Sunday alone. Today, like every other
Sunday, finds some in high spirits and some in the depths of sadness. It can seem that
the old ad. /7 youire happy in your nappy clap your hands has been refined to Happy or
unhappy, clap your hands anyhow. Many people in hard times must feel somewhat like
Stevenson, and many people see many hard times. They canit see a sunny side but still
they soldier on. Joy is easier said then done. What about the woman or man who comes
to this fiRejoicing Sundayo in some misery? Deaths and debts, ill-health and ill-luck, poor
choices and bad neighbours all conspire against our happiness, whether welre preparing
for feast or funeral. The perceivable lot of human beings is so unevenly distributed that
any age could claim to own Dickinsis analysis, filt was the best of times, it was the worst

of hope, it was the winter of despair.o

John the Baptist with his inclination towards finger-wagging might seem a
strange patron for Sunday for Rejoicing. The first words on our missalette are fiRejoice in
the Lord always, again | say Rejoice. Easier said than done. The import of Jesusis words
fiGood News is proclaimed to the poord may be hard enough to see. From start to finish
John, it seems, didnit have an easy life. Putting together what we know of him from the
gospels, we must conclude that, in the jargon of today, he walked the walk. He lived in
the desert and let the locusts and bees feed him. Scratchy camel-hair was his cloth and a
strip of dried-out goatskin sandal kept sole and heel together. And when it came to talking
the talk he didnit hold back either: anyone with two coats must give one to the person
with none. And people with a lot of coats got special attention®think of Herod. And so on.
And he warned of the one coming with the winnowing-fan, the great separator of good
grain from useless chaff. | fancy if you were listening to John youid have the feeling fiheis
looking at me.0 Maybe thatis the way to read the gospel.
(And, late newsflash: this weekend has newly come into the net of the our labelling
department and acquired the name fiJubilee of Prisonersd. John is surely the patron there).

Still, through all troubles people have found faith and hope to see through fog of
many kinds. In Paulis words today they have striven to fibe patient and not lose heart
because the Lordis coming will be soond. And seeing that, however opaquely, the bottom
line will be Joy. Advent and the Christmas that gives it immediate meaning are pointing
towards happiness by inviting us to come close to a God who is coming close to us. This
itself is not the easy road. But it does promise that when we are far along our own
journey, even when it drags us into old age, we can pray to be young again.

One of the great Christian students of the last century, Karl Rahner, prayed his
Christmas prayer like this: /AGrant that when we experience the disappointments of our
lives we may be enabled to believe that Your love, which You yourself are, and which You
have bestowed upon us, is the eternal youth that is our true life.o J.L.




Reception of Holy Communion

The Augustinian community wishes to make known that, in the interests of
hygiene, our preference in distributing communion is on the communicantis hand.

Meditation: Third Week of Advent

, Jesus said: "Tell John what you hear and see: the blind recover their sight, cripples
walk, lepers are cured, and the poor have good news preached to them..."

O Jesus, | rejoice at the signs that say you are near. Your power is everywhere if | could see it. Yet my
eyes often see only darkness and what has yet to be done. | believe in you, yet when | look around evil
seems so strong and goodness so weak. If you have come, why is there still so much suffering and why do
the poor still despair? Where are your miracles today? Your grace, O Lord, is more fruitful in my world than
I imagine. | know your power is everywhere around me, if | could only see it. Show me today where the
blind see and cripples walk. Make my vision sharper than it is.

Ch risfmés Mass Times
at St. Augustine's

Christmas Eve
Wednesday 24th December,
Masses: 7.30a.m. , 8.30a.m. & 10.15a.m.
Christmas Family Mass 5.00pm
Christmas Eve Mass 8.00p.m.

Christmas Day
Thursday, 25th December

Masses: 9.00a.m. & 11.15a.m.
No evening Mass

St. Stephen’s Day
Friday 26th December

Masses: 10.15a.m. & 4.00p.m.
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Confessions

Monday 15th Dec & Friday 19th
10.45am-12 Noon / 2.30pm-4.00pm

Saturday 20th, Monday 22nd,
Tuesday 23rd & Wednesday 24th

10.00am - 1.00pm / 2.00 - 4.00pm

Advent Lectio Divina

Our Lectio Divina continues again this coming Monday
following the 4pm Mass at the
Altar of Our Mother of Good Counsel.
Why not join us as we share the coming
Sundayis Gospel for Advent

Praying for Vocations

We are looking for volunteers to attend the Holy Hour for
Vocations at the cathedral each month. We all know that we
need to pray for vocations in our diocese: that young people

will hear and answer God's call to the priesthood, religious

life, and sacramental marriaged®and we would like
volunteers to gather each month at the

cathedral to pray as a diocese for this intention. The next
Holy Hour for Vocations is this Wednesday, 17 December,

at 7:00pm. Father Michael O'Shea will be the celebrant,

with music ministry, silence, prayers, and the
short testimony of a married couple.
Please come and join us!

Family Mass
hristmas Eve 5.00pm

We invite the children to join
in our Nativity Play.
Costumes will be provided.
Preparations begin at 4.30pm
We need Angels, Shepherds,

& Wise men




