
 

 

 

Dangerous Bends: Sl§n Abhaile  Monday–Friday  
7.30am, 8.30am, 
10.15am,& 4pm  

SATURDAY  
8.30am, 10.15am 

3pm Mass of the Sick 
SUNDAY 

9.00am, 11.15am 
& 7.30pm 

CONFESSIONS 
MONDAY & FRIDAY 
10.45am-12 Noon 
3.00pm-4.00pm 

SATURDAY 
10.45am-12noon 

2.30pm-4pm 
All Masses are  
‘live streamed  

at St. Augustine’s 

St. Augustineôs Church 
Child Safeguarding 
Representatives. 

Fr. Flor OôCallaghan O.S.A. 
Fr. John Lyng O.S.A. 

Ms Geraldine van Dam 
Mr. Robert Ryan 

Ms Charlotte Gleeson 

John the Baptist, the voice of Advent, makes his appearance today. His message 
sounds a bit like the warning signs confronting the drunk or disoriented driver  
entering a motorway on the wrong side, Turn Back Now!  He didnôt go for the soft
-soap approach when speaking to the men of power and influence: ñYou family of 
snakes trying to escape whatôs justly coming to you hardly comes from the  
traditional Diplomats Phrase Book. He was still roaring repentance as the nest of 
snakes slithered from the burning grass. 
 As I look on this blank page on Thursday of the first week of Advent I see 
in the Irish Independent an article on Oscar Wildeôs Deathbed Conversion. It 
seems that Oscar had inclinations in that direction all through his life but his family 
actively, and financially, discouraged such ñRomish leaningsò. 
 Delayed baptism was once the sophisticated thing. (Seeing how Jesus 
treated the man crucified beside him we should be slow to pour cold water on it). 
As well as Oscar Wilde, the Emperor Constantine, King Charles 11, Buffalo Bill 
Cody and his friend Chief Sitting Bull and John Wayne are among those said to 
have taken the baptismal plunge late in life. Deathbed conversion has had a bad 
press in recent times. A tinge of scepticism was understandable in days when 
powerful people in decline delayed baptism until the last moment. Declaring for 
virtue when no longer able for vice hardly seems the highest moral ground. Also 
to be considered also is the risk that the bus you knew youôd eventually fall under 
might arrive ahead of schedule.  
 Our world is now pockmarked by irruptions of war, famine, narcissistic 
power and cruelty.  
Smaller concerns irk the lives of many who are blessedly distant from the theatres 
of greater horror. Meanwhile many things have prevented our own church giving 
as much comfort it once might do.  
 In todayôs reading Paul advises that we keep our eyes cast up rather than 
down and that recovery starts at home with being tolerant among ourselves.  
Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was meant to teach us 
something about hope from the examples scripture gives of how people who did 
not give up were helped by God. 
 And Oscar himself was on to something in his Ballad: 

Ah! Happy they whose hearts can break 
And peace of pardon win! 

How else may man make straight his plan 
And cleanse his soul from sin? 

How else but through a broken heart 
                       May Lord Christ enter in?                        J.L. 

WELCOME 



 
                                   
 
 

 

 
 
The Augustinian community wishes to make known that, in the interests of            
hygiene, our preference in distributing communion is on the communicantôs hand. 

  
 
When John the Baptizer made his appearance as a preacher in the desert of Judea, this was his 
theme: Reform your lives. The reign of God is at hand!" Mt. 3:1 
  
O Jesus, in an empty desert your prophet John proclaimed: God is here, at your side. God has come to bring 
about a kingdom where injustice and suffering will be no more, where tears will be wiped away, and where 
those who turn to God will feast at a banquet. "Turn now, your God is standing at your side. Reform your lives, 
God's kingdom is at hand." In an empty desert John said these things. Give me faith like John's, O Lord, strong 
enough to believe even in a desert that you and your kingdom are no farther from me than my hand. Make my 
heart strong like his, not swayed by  trials or snared by false pleasures. Give me courage to be faithful until your 
promises are fulfilled. O King of all nations, Jesus Christ, only joy of every heart, come and save your people. 

 
 

Our Lectio Divina continues again this coming 
Monday evening following the 4pm Mass at the 

Altar of Our Mother of Good Counsel. 
      Why not join us as we share the coming  
               Sundayôs Gospel for Advent 

 
 
 

On the Feast of the  
Immaculate Conception of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary  
December 7th & 8th, 2025 

Beginning at 12am with the Rosary  

 

 
 
Stella Maris Catholic Primary School is holding its annual Christmas fundraiser on December 13th at 11:30 
in St. Josephs Parish Hall, O'Connell Avenue, Limerick V94 NR29. This is an independent primary school 
that receives no government funding. Its mission is to provide authentic Catholic education centered on the           
person Jesus Christ. Please come and support all ages welcome. 

 
 
 

Remember your loved ones this Christmas by                   
sponsoring a light on the Milford Care Centre  

Light up a Memory Tree.  
Each light costs ú5 and will shine throughout                    

the festive season. 
The official ceremony to mark the lighting of the tree 
will take place this Sunday 7th Dec at 4.00pm  on the 

grounds of Milford Care Centre.  
More details at www.milfordcarecentre.ie/light-up-a-memory 

Priesthood in Ireland Today                        
Most Reverend Alphonsus Cullinan,  
          Editor.   
 

What God Expects of the Church  
Bishop Brendan Leahy   

                     

 
A big thank you to all who            

supported our Candles for Peace last 
Saturday. Thanks to our volunteers 
who did a great job distributing the 
candles. Thanks also to those who 
participated in the service and our 

organiser Geraldine Carey van Dam. 

Thank You 


