
 

 

 

 
 

  

Monday–Friday  
7.30am, 8.30am, 
10.15am,& 4pm  

SATURDAY  
8.30am, 10.15am 

3pm Mass of the Sick 
SUNDAY 

9.00am, 11.15am 
& 7.30pm 

CONFESSIONS 
MONDAY & FRIDAY 
10.45am-12 Noon 
3.00pm-4.00pm 

SATURDAY 
10.45am-12noon 

2.30pm-4pm 
All Masses are  
‘live streamed  

at St. Augustine’s 

St. Augustineôs Church 
Child Safeguarding 
Representatives. 

Fr. Flor OôCallaghan O.S.A. 
Fr. John Lyng O.S.A. 

Ms Geraldine van Dam 
Mr. Robert Ryan 

Ms Charlotte Gleeson 

 A plaque Iôve seen at the entrance to a fine Irish Golf Club says:  
Founded by the Maccabean Jews of Ireland, Jan. 1944. 
 The date, and the people involved, might cause some surprise. But thereôs al-
ways an explanation and here it is that the founders had themselves been excluded 
from other clubs at the time and decided they would do it for themselves. 
 Inclusion and exclusion are prominent in public discourse today. Churches, 
schools, clubs, companies and governments are urged to be inclusive while resorts, 
clubs, schools, hotels and others advertise their exclusiveness. Even public lavatories 
donôt escape scrutiny for possible sin of exclusion! Who wouldnôt be confused? I sup-
pose itôs often hard to know whatôs one and what the other.  
But about one thing there can be no doubtð the group of people Jesus met in todayôs 
gospel were the Great Excluded: sufferers from Hanseôs disease, commonly called lep-
rosy. Their exclusion had a solid Biblical basis in Leviticus 13: If you see the skin dis-
ease called leprosy, you must tell everybody. People with this sickness must wear torn 
clothes and must not brush their hair. When they see other people coming they must 
shout óUnclean, Uncleanô. They must do all these things so that other people will know 
about them. While they are sick like this they must not live with people who are well.ò 
(We once lived in a place where a commonly used proverb was A leper wearing a ring, 
now thatôs real news. This was meant to convey a Man-bites-Dog level of surprising 
information. Its background was the devastation the disease could be expected to 
wreak on a personôs fingers). 
For most of us, our only acquaintance with these suffering people is through the pages 
of the Bible, or  perhaps, from our early days, the story of Fr Damian of Molokai - and 
we know his commitment to them was what killed him. 
 Drs Joe and Betty Barnes, (incidentally, staunch parishioners of St Augustineôs, 
Ballyboden) carried out clinical trials on leprosy patients over two years and reported 
their findings in leading medical journal The Lancet in 1951. Their work was vital in the 
development of the accepted treatment of leprosy throughout the world to this day. As 
a result, the management of this dreaded disease shifted away from segregation and 
isolation to modern drug-based treatment. If ever there was a panacea or magic pill, 
this was it. Isolation, pain, fear and hopelessness, sure consequences of untreated lep-
rosy could now be left behind. The example of Jesus reaching out to heal the leper had 
to wait nearly 2000 years to be emulated, even if such as Damian of Molokai tried he-
roically, without the science to heal.  
 So, early leprosy is now easily cured and contrary to common belief is among 
the least communicable of contagious diseases. It was not always so. Before modern 
medicine it literally paralysed and ate away the body. So a fearful society sent them 
ñoutside the villageò to move around only when announced by a warning bell and 
shouts of unclean so that the clean could take evasive action. The most snobbish club 
in the world could not have devised and practised a more exclusionary policy. To be 
healed would mean an undreamt restoration of wholeness, and escape from isolation.   
 Jesus broke through the most impenetrable of social barriers to bring them in. 
They now had a matchless reason to say Thanks. Still only one of the Ten, and he a 
foreigner with that extra mark of exclusion, actually bothered to do so.  J.L. 
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Bishop Brendan Leahy invites you to attend the late Bishop Donal Murrayôs First                      
Anniversary Mass on October 13th at 5.45 pm in St. Johnôs Cathedral. All welcomeò. 

 

 
Inclusivity and inclusion are buzz words in our culture. We find the radical openness of Jesus very helpful 
today, as we try to see the future of the Christian project. St Paul himself has been called the ñfounder of 
universalismò (Alain Badiou). Two comments may help us reflect. Firstly, not everyone is guided by this 
visionðthe evidence for ñexclusivismò is all around us. Secondly, in the Christian vision, respect for all is 
grounded not only in creation (ñimage and likeness of Godò but also in salvation (ñGod wants all people to 
be savedò). Both dimensions are important for Jesus, for Paul and for us today.  
 
Prayer: God of mercy, your love reaches out to all without distinction. As we have experienced your 
compassion, may we show the same love to all.                          Source: www.tarsus.ie/ Sunday Readings 
 

 
 

Whisper of God: One day silent retreat November 1st  
from 10am to 5pm  at the Knock Prayer Centre. 
Choral Workshop:  A workshop for Choirs facilitated 
by the Sacred Music Team takes place in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel on Nov. 15th. Booking is required. 
Introduction to Scripture :  Would you like to        
better understand the Scriptures when they are read at 
Mass, and how they might speak to us in our daily lives. 
Holy Land expert Fr. Benny McHale will provide a four-
night introduction to St. Matthewôs Gospel beginning  
November 25th.  
Handelôs Messiah: November 22nd at 7.30pm. 
More details on these programmes and bookings go to 
www.knockshrine.ie/ winter-faith-renewal-programme-2025 

  
 

The Maranatha afternoon Retreat takes place 
this Sunday, 12th October at 2.30pm in St. 

Michaels Church, Denmark St. With songs of 
praise & worship, sharing the Word of God 

 followed by Mass at 4.30pm .  
All are welcome!  


