
 

 
 

 
 
  

Monday–Friday  
7.30am, 8.30am, 
10.15am,& 4pm  

SATURDAY  
8.30am, 10.15am 

3pm Mass of the Sick 
SUNDAY 

9.00am, 11.15am 
& 7.30pm 

CONFESSIONS 
MONDAY & FRIDAY 
10.45am-12 Noon 
3.00pm-4.00pm 

SATURDAY 
10.45am-12noon 

2.30pm-4pm 
All Masses are  
‘live streamed  

at St. Augustine’s 

St. Augustineôs Church 
Child Safeguarding 
Representatives. 

Fr. Flor OôCallaghan O.S.A. 
Fr. John Lyng O.S.A. 

Ms Geraldine van Dam 
Mr. Robert Ryan 

Ms Charlotte Gleeson 

 We had a farm in Orlagh at the foot of the Wicklow hills. That was when Orlagh was 
the Augustinian novitiate and novices were found useful as farm labourers. An       
employee of long standing, a farm manager who was not at the forefront of farming 
innovation, oversaw the operation. Though he had no statutory function in the process 
he believed that a bit of hardship enhanced our spiritual formation. When once an  
impudent novice offered his opinion that use of weed-killer would be better than the 
current practice of pulling up the weeds one by one he was left without a leg to stand 
on by the authoritative reply ñweeds makes priests, Brotherò. 
 In our class one novice was a kind of undeclared junior minister without portfo-
lio. An onerous privilege of his position was to liaise with, or sub for, the farm manager. 
(This man lived nearby but his absences through self-certified illness could be  
prolonged). One winter evening our novice came upon the manager, unexpectedly back 
from another absence, watching a newborn calf. ñThe calfôs very weak; I donôt think 
heôll survive,ò he mourned. They continued their morose vigil for some time before he 
spoke again ñLook, to give him a chance, would you nip up to the house and ask Fr 
OôConnor for a drop of brandy to try to get the calf goiné..ò  The junior minister did as 
bidden. Fr OôConnor smiled but decanted a fair drop of Hennessy VSOP for him. With 
appropriate care he carried the cure/pick-me-up back to the farmyard ICU where he 
found manager and calf sympathetically contemplating one another, and handed over 
the medicine. The vigil resumed until the man spoke ñI think heôs getting better é.. Ah, 
yeah, heôs a lot stronger now éé. I think heôll be alright éé..Anyhow, hereôs health to 
the calfò  at which the glass was emptied but not wasted, with the calf still teetotal. Our 
farm manager was a man unlikely to say to his underling ñCome and have your meal 
immediatelyò, or indeed ñWould you like a drop of this?ò 
 Around that time another man joined our workforce. His CV told of how he had 
kept a 200 acre farm going for the previous 26 years with the help of one other    
labourer and a succession of pairs of horses. Their boss wasnôt too bad; she always 
paid them promptly if poorly. They ploughed on so to speak in the belief that when she 
was called by the great bank-manager in the sky some of her loot would fall to the two 
men whoôd worked long and hard to gather it for her. The final call came and off she 
went. The farm was sold and the will was read. The money was assigned to good  
gospel causes so far away that she might as well have taken it with her. She was, in 
Jackôs heartfelt words, full of religion but no *éé* good. She had never told Jack and 
his pal ñCome and have your meal immediately, after a hard dayôs ploughing. 
 Jesus, in todayôs gospel, seems to be taking for granted the hard life of the  
labourer/slave. But he is hardly addressing the question of justice in labour relations.  
More likely he was looking at a sense of entitlement, of having earned their entrance to 
heaven, then commonly displayed by some, including that  Pharisee in the Temple  
reminding God of how good he was and how bad the publican. He was talking to some 
who might think God owed them something and had no choice but to pay the debt. Itôs 
not like that, says he, Godôs love is free. We donôt have to pay for it and we couldnôt. 
So, say Thanks.                                                                                 J.L. 
 



 

 
                                   
 
 

St. Augustineôs Church 
 Last Sundayôs Collections came to  ú1,164  

We would like to thank you for your continued  support .  

 

 

Northstar Family Support Project is a community-based project providing non-judgmental, respectful  
support to people over the age of 18 who are affected by and trying to cope with a family member's            
substance misuse, throughout the Limerick region. It was established in 2008 in response to the growing 
need for support for families dealing with substance misuse within the family system.   

Northstar Family Support Project will be hosting its annual flagship event, Annual Service of Commemora-
tion and Hope, 6pm Thursday 9th October 2025 at the Augustinian Church, OôConnell Street, Limerick 

 
 

TheWay.ie is a new digital platform set up by 
the Irish Bishops Conference dedicated to 
sharing the ‘Good News’ and the witness of 

the Catholic Church in  Ireland. It is intended 
to help people discover the faith, live the faith 
and pass on the faith. It is for both seekers                  

and followers. 

 

 
The cry of the disciples to the Lord, ñincrease our faith,ò resonates very much with us today. Is being a 
person of faith harder today than it has ever been? In one sense no: previous generations too had to 
struggle. But today has its particular challenges. For the most part, public discourse is against faith in 
general and against church in particular. It would be easy to lose heart. Just holding on to faith would be 
enough, not to mention growing!! We grow in faith by desire and by practiceðdesire for God and the 
practice of prayer. The times call us to focus on the heart of the Christian projectðJesus and the                 
Gospelðand on the heart of discipleshipðlove and service.  
Prayer ñLord, increase our faith!ò Open our hearts to your presence in our lives.  
                                                                                                   Source: www.tarsus.ie/ Sunday Readings 

 
 
Men: Join a group of men (18/over) for study, prayer and inspiration with Dominican Priest Fr. David         
Barrons O.P. Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of every month, starting September 24th from 7-9pm in 
the Parish Hall. ú20 per term. 
Women: Join a group of women (18/over) for study, prayer and inspiration with the great witness of the 
Cross and Resurrection, Sister Mary Magdalene. Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of every month, 
starting September 24th from 7-9pm in the Parish Little Flower Room. ú20 per term. 

Bereavement Evening 
Milford Care Centre & Anam Cara ,the organisation   
that supports bereaved parents in your community, 

will host a Bereavement Information Evening on 
Thursday 9th October at 7:00pm in the  

  Castletroy Park Hotel, Dublin Road, Limerick.  
 

Contact Anam Cara at info@anamcara.ie or                  
01 4045378 

 
 

The Brazilian Catholic Community in Limerick warmly invites you to celebrate with us the                                 
Feast of Our Lady of Aparecida, Patroness of Brazil. 

We will have a Triduum of Masses on: October 9th and 10th at 7:15 pm 
October 11th at 8:15 pm 

The Solemn Feast Day Mass will be celebrated on: October 12th at 12:00 pm 
at the Redemptorist Church.  We look forward to welcoming you! 


