
 

 

 

 

 That photograph doesnôt cover much of the magnificence of St Peterôs 
Basilica, showing a hunched Trump and Zelenskyy isolated on simple chairs 
on the marble floor there. In their concentration, as if in earnest confession, 
the surroundings are distant and forgotten. But the picture does give a sense 
of how big is the stage and how small the actors. Youôd wish that each in 
equal measure went away with the same feeling! That would be a good  
outcome from a pope-less week when abused places and their peoples must 
teeter on the edge of the hopeless. 
 The fishing reported in todayôs gospel must have left Peter feeling 
pretty small too.  

Peter (Professional fisherman - NIL v. Jesus (bystander at lakeside) - 153.  
If it was a competition the apostle would have been relegated to the Tiddler 
and Pinkeen League. But, of course, it wasnôt a contest.  Rather, a demon-
stration of Godôs generosity and approval of the bystander. The fish itself is a 
special mark of blessing. Itôs Godôs free gift living in water with no need to be 
herded or housed, foddered or fed, or saved from drowning. For that the  
independence of human husbanding fish is particularly prized in poor places 
and was so in Jesusô place and time. A  creature of God that takes nothing 
from us, even our space, and sustains the lives of many. We have to share 
the earth and its food with animals. The birds canôt stay airborne all the time 
and they join us here below to feed and to breed. Fish have the sea to      
themselves and stay in it minding their own business for as long as they are      
allowed to do so. The fish-on-Friday culture possibly damaged the image of 
fish among us. But weôre recovering. Fish is for feasting now, not fasting.  
 We lived in a place where they thought that quoting the proverb   
A fish is king in the water, should settle all problems not poisoned by 
 ill-will. That said fit into your proper place and keep away from whatôs not 
yours. Maybe theyôre right. (Putin, Trump, Netanyahu  and assorted would-
bes, please take note).  
  
The grandeur of the building where Donald and Volodymyr sat nose to nose 
is universally known by the fishermanôs name but that would hardly go to  
Peterôs head. It must have been humility that made him blurt out ñDepart 
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful manò early in his story. That trait survived 
his attainment of a certain status and had him say ñStand up, I am only a 
man myself.ò after he had had some eminence thrust upon him.  J.L. 
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ñLook out for the beautiful Holly Blue Butterfly. A small blue butterfly, that stays 
close to hedgerows that contain Holly and Ivy. Holly blues can complete their life 
cycle on other plants, including bramble, dogwoods, gorses and spindle, but their 
main host plants are holly and ivy.   
Remember the advice from the experts on Irish pollinators.  You don't need wildflower mixes to 
make a meadow.  Just mow less. Real, local wildflower seeds are already in the soil waiting for 
a chance to emerge. Choose patience, not packets, and let those Dandelions bloom.  Dandeli-
ons are the number one food source for pollinators on the Island of Ireland. ñ        Source Parish Notes 

 
 
 
We ask you to keep Deacon Tim Collins in your 
prayers as he prepares for his Ordination to the 
Priesthood on May 11th, 2025. 
You are welcome to attend the ordination ceremony 
at St. Johnôs Cathedral on May 11th at 3.00 pm  

 

 

 
You might also be interested in  Broadford  Garden Day on Saturday 10th of 
May will give you loads of tips and ideas  to enjoy and  enhance your  garden. 
From designing your garden,  choosing  suitable  flowers ,  feeding your soil  

(or not),  making compost to hearing  about how  
biodiversity begins with  trees  from £anna N² Lamhna,   
Saturday 10/5/25 promises to be an  exciting and entertaining day in Broadford. 
As well as  all these interesting  talks,  stall holders from the locality will display 
and sell their   produce. We will have many different, unusual and interesting 
plants for sale. Come along to what promises to be a great day.   
                                                                                                   Source: Parish Notes                           
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What comfort just to clasp it, my Rosary so dear; 

     each Mystery brings fresh courage,                          
and drives away all fear.                                     

       In prayer so oft repeated, yet never growing old, 
       I read the wondrous story of Godôs own love untold 

Each chaplet forms a garland to place at Maryôs feet; 
    Fair buds and full-bloom roses                                  

exhaling fragrance sweet. 
The Crucifix which crowns it reminds me day by day 
to bravely bear my crosses along earthôs rugged way.                    
I hope when life is ended, and death shall set me free 

Still twined around my fingers will be my Rosary. 


