
 

 

 
 

Monday–Friday  
7.30am, 8.30am, 
10.15am,& 4pm  

SATURDAY  
8.30am, 10.15am 
Mass for the Sick 

3.00pm 
SUNDAY 

9.00am, 11.15am 
& 7.30pm 

CONFESSIONS 
 

MONDAY & FRIDAY 
10.45am-12 Noon 
3.00pm-4.00pm 

SATURDAY 
10.45am-12noon 

2.30pm-4pm 

St. Augustineôs Church 
Child Safeguarding 
Representatives. 

Fr. Flor OôCallaghan O.S.A. 
Fr. John Lyng O.S.A. 

Ms Geraldine van Dam 
Mr. Robert Ryan 

Ms Charlotte Gleeson 
Mr. John Doyle 

  
 
 

 John the Baptist makes his appearance today. His message sounded a bit like 
the warning signs confronting the drunk or disoriented driver entering a motorway on 
the wrong side Turn Back Now!   
 Conversion has had a mixed press over the centuries. Delayed baptism or death-
bed conversion was once the sophisticated thing. Seeing how Jesus treated the man 
crucified beside him we should be wary about pouring cold water on that. The Emperor 
Constantine, King Charles 11, Oscar Wilde, Buffalo Bill Cody and his friend Chief Sitting 
Bull are among those said to have taken the plunge late in life. A tinge of scepticism 
was understandable in days when powerful people in decline delayed baptism until the 
last moment. Declaring for virtue when no longer able for vice hardly seems the highest 
moral ground. (Thereôs also the risk of plans upset by the bus you always knew youôd 
fall under arriving ahead of schedule).  
 Another form of conversion thought less than fully convincing was that 
prompted by sudden danger, there are no atheists in the trenches sort of scene. A story 
told of two priests hints at the weakness here. If it has a ring of fabrication, what harm? 
They were on a small plane in Australia travelling to retreat or a race meeting or some 
other important engagement. The weather turned rough and continued to get worse. 
The pilot tried to control his little craft. Before long he had to advise his few passengers 
theyôd best brace for a collision. Our two travelers looked anxiously at one another      
before one succumbed to the stress ñI think youôd better hear my confession.ò Moved 
by the belief that he would be dead in a few minutes he didnôt hold backðno self-
excusing, no understatement, no mention of the faults of othersðit all came out. With 
the little plane tossing around like a pea in a swinging bucket the confessor jumped 
straight from the words of absolution into confessing his own misdeeds. Each flash of 
lightning impelled him to even deeper self-deprecation. Deed done, they just assumed 
the crash position to wait for the end.   
 When the pilot spoke again it was to say that things up ahead looked better. 
Soon their heroic little machine broke out of the storm and resumed fairly smooth flight. 
The relieved captain declared the crisis over. Our two newly-shriven sat still. It was a 
while before they glanced at one another. Someone would have to say something and 
eventually one did: Isnôt it strange how we exaggerate wildly when weôre excited. 
 Paul has something more gradual in mind in todayôs reading ñMy prayer is that 
your love  ..é....never stop improving your knowledge and deepening your percep-
tionéò 
  
And Oscar himself was on to something in his Ballad: 

Ah! Happy they whose hearts can break 
And peace of pardon win! 

How else may man make straight his plan 
And cleanse his soul from sin? 

How else but through a broken heart 
May Lord Christ enter in? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
When John the Baptizer made his appearance as a 
preacher in the desert of Judea, this was his theme: 
Reform your lives. The reign of God is at hand!" Mt. 3:1 
  
O Jesus, in an empty desert your prophet John          
proclaimed: God is here, at your side. God has come to 
bring about a kingdom where injustice and suffering will 
be no more, where tears will be wiped away, and where 
those who turn to God will feast at a banquet. "Turn 
now, your God is standing at your side. Reform your 
lives, God's kingdom is at hand." In an empty desert 
John said these things. Give me faith like John's, O 
Lord, strong enough to believe even in a desert that you 
and your kingdom are no farther from me than my 
hand. Make my heart strong like his, not swayed by  
trials or snared by false pleasures. Give me courage to 
be faithful until your promises are fulfilled. O King of all 
nations, Jesus Christ, only joy of every heart, come and 
save your people. 

 
 
 
On the first day of their recent Winter General meeting in Maynooth the bishops planned for the Holy Yearôs 
faith-filled and social  programme for the Church in Ireland.  On Christmas Eve, 24 December at 7.00pm, the 
Holy Year will begin with the opening of the Holy Door of Saint Peterôs Basilica, Rome.  To echo the theme of 
hope, Pope Francis is calling on all Catholics to renew in the hope of Christ, using Saint Paul the Apostle as a 
guide for this special year.  In Ireland, and around the world, each diocesan bishop will celebrate Mass on 
Sunday, 29th  December, to mark the solemn opening of the Holy Year. Source: Brief excerpt from catholic-
bishop.ie/2024/12/3/Countdown- to- 2025ï jubilee -year -of ïhope -in ïireland -rome -and- theï world/ 

 
 
 

Our Lectio Divina continues this coming 
Monday 9th December at the shrine                       

of Our Mother of Good Counsel                            
following the 4.00pm Mass.  

Why not join us as we gather to hear God 
speak to us as we meditate and reflect on 

the coming Sunday Gospels. Sr. Sean 
Marie, RSM will facilitate this                    

coming week. 
All are welcome! 

 
 

Please pray for eight young men who will be participating in a               
Monthly Discernment Group for the Diocesan Priesthood,             
beginning after Christmas in Limerick. Is God calling you or           

someone you know to join this group?       
Contact Sister Mary Sheila, Vocations Director for the Diocese of 

Limerick before Christmas to schedule an interview meeting:                
vocations@limerickdiocse.org  or 083-364-5818 

                                                           Source Parish Notes                          

 

The Irish catholic Bishopsô Conference are delighted to be bringing you our digital Advent Calendar again this 
year.   
 Advent marks the beginning of the new calendar year for Christians.  The digital Advent calendar offers a distinctive 
and spiritually enriching way to journey through this holy season.  Based on the Jubilee Yearôs theme of #Hope, the 
2024 calendar offers prayers and resources designed to guide individuals, families and faith communities to reflect 
on the hope that Christ brings to the world, while also preparing for the upcoming Holy Jubilee Year in 2025. To     
access the calendar please visit: https://www.catholicbishops.ie/adventcalendar/ 


