
 

 

 

 
 

                                 Monday–Friday  
7.30am, 8.30am, 
10.15am,& 4pm  

SATURDAY  
8.30am, 10.15am 

3pm Mass of the Sick 
SUNDAY 

9.00am, 11.15am 
& 7.30pm 

CONFESSIONS 
MONDAY & FRIDAY 
10.45am-12 Noon 
3.00pm-4.00pm 

SATURDAY 
10.45am-12noon 

2.30pm-4pm 

St. Augustineôs Church 
Child Safeguarding 
Representatives. 

Fr. Flor OôCallaghan O.S.A. 
Fr. John Lyng O.S.A. 

Ms Geraldine van Dam 
Mr. Robert Ryan 

Ms Charlotte Gleeson 
Mr. John Doyle 

The partnership of man and womanð marriage, if you likeðis territory where a        
flashing sign tells outsiders to think before they tread. A cautionary tale comes from 
the aftermath of a wedding where the presiding priest spoke earnestly about the 
churchôs teaching on marriage. A women of some life experience was heard to say, as 
she left the church, ñI wish I knew as little about marriage as that priest does.ò So, Iôll 
skirt around the partnership aspect of things. 
 About forty years ago we lived in a place where life was hard for the majority. 
And a majority of that majority were wives and widows. A grand scheme to lift them 
out of hardship was announced by the Federal Military Government when oil-money in 
scarcely manageable proportions flowed into the countryôs coffers. Trying to trace 
where all that money went has made many mad. But some streams were easily 
enough discernible. One such was the above-mentioned scheme, titled, Better Life 
for Rural Women. The Presidentôs wife was the head and face and, we were con-
tinually told, the architect of this initiative at national level. The Governorôs wife 
headed it in each State and the wife of the Sole Administrator did so in the Local   
Government areas. BLRW launched countless schemes to soften the hard lot of the 
rural woman. Those launchings were gala affairs. A fleet of air-conditioned Range 
Rovers, all exercising the officially-bestowed ñright of sirenò at maximum decibels, 
would sweep into a small town, village or marketplace. They were escorted by soldiers 
and mobile police (popularly, if thatôs the word, known as Kill and Go) and a convoy of 
assorted praise-singers. They came to ñlaunchò co-operatives, cottage industries, 
farms and gardens, womenôs centres and social welfare programmes ñto mobilize 
women towards self-emancipation.ò From behind the tinted glass of the        
air-conditioned SUVs the First Ladies and their courtiers would emerge briefly into the 
dust and heat. They would acknowledge the adulation of the hopeful, and scatter 
crumbs from their heaped tables. If this didnôt permanently better the lot of women it 
at least smoothed the going away of the great ladies very soon after arrival. A local 
scribe was moved to describe one First Lady at such a brief epiphany:  She was like a 
Roman Empress on a Throne, regal and resplendent in a stone-studded flowing outfit 
that defied description. (Maybe it did defy description, but you have to admit he 
tried). As for the Launchings: well it was a good name for the events because, like 
rockets, most of them disappeared never to be seen again shortly after being 
launched and some like damp squibs didnôt even flash or fly before expiring. In very 
many cases it was hard to see where the money went. A certain scepticism took early 
hold even among the adulatory welcoming parties. Very soon BLRW was taken to 
mean Better Life for Rulersô Wives.  
 Things have improved in many areas. But pictures from todayôs places wars 
show survivors, harassed women, hauling hungry children from one unsafe ñrefugeò to 
another. . Meanwhile, the technological wonder of modern weaponry blasts thousands 
of men, women and children into homelessness and death or disablement. So, what-
ever about Eve coming from the rib of Adam, or ñthe two becoming one bodyò, 
women in much of the world have a hard time, in gospel faithfulness, keeping the 
next generations alive until they have wrestled them into some semblance of        
independent viability.   J.L. 



 
                                   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
                                   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Are you interested in evangelism? Would you like to be involved in a project in Limerick city, which seeks 
to reach out to people who describe themselves as "spiritual but not religious", people who have              
distanced themselves from the Christian community but are still spiritually hungry. 
My name is Mossy Hynan and I'm hoping to set up a group in the city where people of faith could engage 
in honest and respectful conversation with others who are spiritually hungry but uncertain about              
organised religion. 
Anyone who is interested in this project is invited to a meeting in the Limerick Diocesan Centre , on        
Tuesday 8 October at 7 30 pm. 
For further details you can email mossyhynan27@gmail.com                                    Source: Parish Notes 

Leaflets are now available at the back of the church for the  
Christmas Shoe Box Appeal. 

Drop your boxes into the Pastoral Office (Blue door outside) 
where they will be gratefully received! 

 
 

Monday 7th Oct : Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary 
Wed 9th Oct: Bl. John Henry Newman, priest. 
Friday 11th Oct: St. John XXIII, Pope. 

 
 
 
This course explores the basics of life from a Christian perspective.  It is an opportunity to ask and           
discuss lifeôs most important questions in a non-judgemental friendly and safe environment.  It explores 
the components of Christian faith. 
The course is designed for all adults, particularly those who do not normally attend church, but believe 
that they are spiritual and may wish for a place to share their beliefs in a non-threatening environ-
ment.  The course consists of a short introduction session, a video presentation and then small group  
discussion on the topics raised. 
If you would be interested please register, as places are limited.  Attendance is open to all in the 4        
parishes that make up the Pastoral Area and will be held in the Pastoral Centre (old AIB) in Foynes each 
Monday night for 10 weeks, starting on Monday October 7th to 9th December at 7.30pm each evening.                  
Details on the Notice Board at the back of the church.                                             Source: Parish Notes 

 
 
ONLY ONE WEEK LEFT TO GET YOUR JUBILEE TICKETS 
FOR KNOCK! Join us for the last pilgrimage of the season 
to KNOCK on Sunday 13th October. Jubilee special- ALL 
PRIMARY SCHOOL CHILDREN GO FREE (with an accompa-
nying adult). Contact St Saviour's parish office at 085 
7262262 to book, or drop in anytime 10am-2pm.  


