Mass Times
Monday-Friday
7.30am, 8.30am,
10.15am,& 4pm
SATURDAY
8.30am, 10.15am
Mass for the Sick
3.00pm
SUNDAY
9.00am, 11.15am
& 7.30pm
CONFESSIONS

MONDAY & FRIDAY
10.45am-12 Noon
3.00pm-4.00pm
SATURDAY
10.45am-12noon
2.30pm-4pm

St. Augustine’s Church
Child Safeguarding
Representatives.

Fr. Flor O'Callaghan O.S.A.
Fr. John Lyng O.S.A.
Ms Geraldine van Dam
Mr. Robert Ryan
Ms Charlotte Gleeson
Mr. John Doyle

St. Augustine’'s Church
Limerick

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
19th November 2023

website: www.augustinianslimerick.com
email: info@augustinianslimerick.com

Risk and Reward

Betting people are much exercised these days about a proposed imposition by law of
affordability checks. Problem gambling and the publicity it attracts has people worried.
Governments propose that before the punter sets out to win he must prove that he
can afford to lose. At first glance today's parable seems to have Jesus favouring the
daring punter over the cautious minder but it's hardly as simple as that. Parables are
older then arguments said a man called Francis Bacon. A parable, while fictitious, is
true to life.

The man himself told me this story. In his early teenage the
treat of the year was to accompany his father to the local race meet-
ing. Early in the day they agreed strategy. The father would provide
the capital for the day, a full fiver. They would, as the day progressed
jointly work out which horse, in each of five races, would be entrusted
with their pound. The son would do the running—to the bookie with
the wager and back to the dad with the winnings. These would be split fifty-fifty.

On his way to place the first bet our young runner's attention was taken by a
circle of deeply-engaged men. Investigation showed that at the centre was one flour-
ishing a pack of playing cards and his curate shouting invitation to all to avail of easy
money. Our runner was young but not naive. Far from it. He came from a bright
card-playing family and even before his Confirmation he could hold his own in any
associated activity, over or under the table.

While inside the rails the first race started and ended unnoticed, he studied the
art of the card-man. He saw three people in turn be fleeced before he cracked it. He
saw how it was done and knew how to counter it. He watched for another while to
confirm his findings. Buoyed by the feeling of solving a problem to one's own great
profit, he plunged with the full fiver. His antagonist took the money without a flicker of
emotion before showing and flourishing the cards in his usual peacock-tail style.. All
went as expected till the card came up. The wrong card.

A nervous afternoon ensued. At the conference on where to place the second,
now absent, pound our man found it hard to concentrate. But no situation is hopeless.
Four horses followed the example of the first. They fell, faltered or otherwise contrived
to fail. Ill wind seldom generated such gratitude as horse number five, carrying the last
phantom pound, signed off a loser. The family outing ended smoothly. Father, as
punters do, hid the mild irritation that comes from a losing streak while son likewise
concealed the wild elation that comes from a great escape.

How stands all this with today's gospel? Well, our custodian of the five talents
didn't exactly double their money. The joint intention was to speculate in order to ac-
cumulate. He did that, though the nature of the speculation deviated from that in-
tended by the financier. They went to the races united and likewise went home, one
poorer and one wiser. The novice obeyed the counsel inherent in today's parable that
what's given is given to be used. At least he didn't bury a pound in the ground,
Granted, many might say burying it in a conman's pocket was worse. J.L.
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‘Making Room in the Inn’
Advent Silent Retreat with Eucharist & Reconciliation

Saturday December 2nd from 10.30am —=5pm.
Limerick Diocesan Centre, St. Munchin's Corbally.
Booking essential 0879636893 Donation €20
Facilitated by Phyllis Moynihan RSM and Ann Mulcahy

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
What does God desire of us? This simple question is perhaps not asked frequently enough! It can be
made quite personal: what does God want of me, from me? In the end, the answer has to be—in the
words of the song—-all that I am,” precisely because God loves all that I am. This will mean allowing
ourselves to be loved. It will also mean responding with my whole self, including all the gifts of body,
mind and soul that God has bestowed upon me. In the end, God does hope that we may be and become
our true selves. Nothing less is adequate to God's own love for us.
PRAYER We are truly grateful to you, God our creator and redeemer, for your many gifts. We ask your
help that we may use all you have given us for your glory and for the good of our neighbour. Through
Christ our Lord. Source: www.tarsus.ie/Sunday readings
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